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	NHS Constitution Consultation Event
The Race Quality Foundation (REF) held a consultation event with BME organisations on 14/07/10. The purpose of the consultation was to discuss the constitution and what it means for black and minority ethic communities. The workshop got an encouraging attendance from organisation representatives across the East Midlands. A full report of the outcomes of the consultation will be provided by the REF soon. Here are some of the ideas and comments that came out of the meeting:



	· changes to the way the NHS functions calls for BME communities to get more involved in caring for their families and communities following the localism agenda

· the constitution needs to be simplified further and promoted so to reach a wider audience through local communication media, for example Asian and Afro Caribbean radio and news media

· since the PCT will be abolished, who will be responsible for ensuring that the GPs and their consortia account for their services?

· the participants raised concern about lack of investment in media research and solutions to diseases that the BME community are prone to, for example sickle cell and kidney diseases

· the constitution seems to be vesting more power to the general practitioners and their consortia who lack knowledge and seem to be prejudiced against BME communities
· general practitioners do not understand the language and culture of BME communities hence their services do not meet the needs of already disadvantaged groups

· participants advised the need for BME communities to be made aware of their rights as patients as most will be contending with these issues on the counter when they visit GPs

· The constitution needs to have provision for protecting patients against victimisation when they complain against their GP

· devolution is likely to entrench inequalities in power particularly for already vulnerable minority populations

· participants voiced the need for effective representation of the BME so that their issues are heeded to at the local and national level



	By Henry Muchiyani
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